served in that capacity for 35 years until his death in 1891 at Keokuk.
For the first two yearsi of Judge Love's incumbency little business occupied the district court, but it increased rapidly in the succeeding yearsi with multiplied subjects of litigation.
As an associate judge of the circuit court. Judge Love took an active part in its business, sharing the labors of the circuit judge, and was often called to continue the trial of causes after the presiding judge was compelled to leave to open the session of his court in some other district of his widely extended circuit. But not alone to judicial matters in open court was the time of Judge Love devoted. In the transaction of business in chambers, his continued presence in the district afforded feicilities to parties to apply to him for relief on preliminary and summary motions, and matters of great weight were then often argued and decided.
DIVISION OF DISTRICT
Of interest here is the division of our local United States district court from 1845 to 1911 into a circuit court and a district court, both courts being served by the local federal judge. For instance, when Judge Dyer was holding circuit court he was judge of the United States circuit court for the District of Iowa, and when he was holding the district court he was judge of the United States district court for the District of Iowa. These were separate courts with distinct jurisdictions.
At the very beginning of our government, by the first judiciary act of 1789, congress created the inferior courts below the United States supreme court as the district and circuit courts of the United States. The country was then divided up into thirteen districtsi wherein both district and circuit courts were set up, but only district judges were appointed. The business of the district courts was handled singly by the local distict judge, but congress provided that the business of the circuit courts should be handled by an associate justice of the supremo. court sitting with the local district judge. This system continued until 1869 when congress created the new judgeship of United States circuit judges. Thereafter the supreme court justices stayed at Washington for the most part and the work of the circuit courts was presided over by the new circuit judges until 1892 when the circuit court of Appeals was organized. The work of the circuit at courts continued to increase so much also that it was provided at an early date that the circuit court could be held singly by the local district judge, and our records show that most of the business in Iowa was handled by the district judge.
Briefly the jurisdiction of the circuit courts included all civil business, both law and equity, and the district courts included all the criminal business. However, the jurisdiction of both courts in many criminal matters was concurrent, but we find most of the civil business being handled by the local circuit judges.
LINCOLN ELEVATED IOWA MAN
Samuel Freeman Miller was the first United States supreme court judge to be appointed from Iowa. He was born in Richmond, Kentucky, on April 5, 1816, and settled in Keokuk, Iowa, in 1850. His first preparation was to be a doctor of medicine but after completing that study he turned to law, in which field he became one of the really great jurists of the United States. His appointment to the supreme court was made by President Lincoln in 1862 and he was assigned to the Eighth circuit, and in that capacity he presided over the local circuit courts. This short sketch seeks to give a comprehensive outline of the formation of the court and brief authentic data concerning the judges and other officials connected therewith.
"WHO SAVES HIS COUNTRY"
In the monumental and stately capitol building at Atlanta, Georgia, stands the life-sized marble figure of Benjamin Harvey Hill, which once stood at a prominent street junction in the city. A former American ambassador to Great Britain, John W. Davis, recently requested a copy of the inscription, Mr. Hill's own words, and said it was one of the most outstanding utterances of any American statesman. It reads:
"Who saves his country, saves himself, saves all things, and all things saved do bless him. Who lets his country die lets all things die, dies himself ignobly, and all things dying curse him."
